BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
*Do you think,* ho said to Johnson, *that I should be conquered at
chess by a savage?9
*I know you were/
Baretti continued to insist upon the contrary which brought
Johnson from his seat in a most violent rage, crying Til hear no
more.' In a fright, Baretti flew out of the house, Miss Williams told
Miss Reynolds, *and perhaps never entered it after. I believe he
was never invited.*
Baretti, for his part, never afterwards spoke of Johnson with his
earlier reverence. 'Johnson is a nasty old man [un vecchiaccio]*
he told his brothers the following year, 'a giant both in body and
mind, always absent-minded, fierce, touchy, dirty, full of un-
pleasant habits, always shifting his body when he is seated, and
always moving his jaw like an ox chewing the cud; but as he is
rightly believed to possess more learning than any other man in
this kingdom, he is feared and respected by all, perhaps more than
he is loved. Although he is a great critic in French, and knows al-
most as much Italian as I do, he can speak neither language; but
he speaks Latin as vehemently as Cicero ..,'
Despite their differences, when Barred faced trial for having
stabbed a whore's bully to death in the Haymarket, Johnson went
to visit him in Newgate and bore testimony in court to the quiet-
ness of his general character. He was acquitted.
7.  Boswell was subsequently told he was mistaken about Miss
Williams's manner of satisfying herself that the cups were full.
'She had acquired,' he was informed, 'such a niceness of touch,
as to know, by the feeling of the outside of the cup, how near it
was to being full.* Certainly she must have had much practice:
Johnson's passion for tea led him to drink as many as twelve cups
at a sitting; and once he claimed to have drunk twenty-five.
8.  Steevens, the critic and commentator on Shakespeare, as-
siduously cultivated the friendship of Johnson who, though well
aware of his faults and mischievous cynicism, nominated him for
membership of The Club in February 1774 and of the Essex Head
Club in 1783.
9. Tyers, a dilettante author, was a great favourite with Johnson
who said that he learned something new from him every time he
met him. It was Tyers who said that Johnson always spoke as if he
were talking on oath.
10. He also carried an enormous stick which he looked capable
of wielding with great force.
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